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Process Paper
“If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no official, high or
petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of
opinion or force citizens to confess by word or act their faith therein. If there are any
circumstances which permit an exception, they do not now occur to us.”
-Justice Robert H. Jackson
We believe that the government does not have the right to compel its citizens to
compromise their personal religious convictions. Last year, when we competed at the National
History Day competition in Washington D.C., we had the privilege to visit the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum. We were intrigued by the stand Jehovah’s Witnesses took in Nazi
Germany. While further researching this subject, we discovered that Jehovah’s Witnesses were
persecuted in the United States as well. The stand Jehovah’s Witnesses took during World War II
played a vital role in strengthening freedom of religion in the United States. As Jehovah’s
Witnesses ourselves, we feel a personal connection to the stand they took and the trials they
endured.
We began our research with books and documentaries purchased at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum. They became the foundation of our research on the persecution
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses during the Holocaust. In addition, we interviewed with Simone
Arnold Liebster, a Jehovah’s Witness that currently lives in France, who was forced into a Nazi
reeducation home as a young girl. We interviewed our great great aunt, Annamae Wilkins, who
told us about her husband's multiple imprisonments for refusing to serve in the U.S. military. We

also interviewed our great uncle, Richard Medley, about our great grandmother and her sister,
who were expelled from school for not saluting the Pledge of Allegiance.
A performance was the perfect choice due to the fact that both of us have previously
participated in group performances and have advanced to Nationals. We felt we had the
knowledge on how a performance is supposed to flow. A performance also seemed perfect for
demonstrating our dual perspective idea of the effects Jehovah’s Witnesses’ stand had on both
the U.S. and Germany. In our performance, we included scenes such as two children who were
inspired by a speech given by Joseph Rutherford to take a stand, a court case scene describing
the Witnesses’ stand, as well as persecution scenes that depict the pain Jehovah’s Witnesses
endured. Each scene describes the stand Jehovah’s Witnesses took during World War II and
continue to face today in the U.S.
Jehovah’s Witnesses remained faithful in their beliefs; thus, proving their unbendable
stand against persecution in the United States and Nazi Germany. We can think of no better way
to display this year’s theme: Taking A Stand in History.
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