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Process Paper
“If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no official, high or
petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of
opinion or force citizens to confess by word or act their faith therein. If there are any
circumstances which permit an exception, they do not now occur to us.”
-Justice Robert H. Jackson

We believe that the government does not have the right to compel its citizens to
compromise their personal religious convictions. Last year, when we competed at the National
History Day competition in Washington D.C., we had the privilege to visit the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum. We were intrigued by the stand Jehovah’s Witnesses took in Nazi
Germany. While further researching this subject, we discovered that Jehovah’s Witnesses were
persecuted in the United States as well. The stand Jehovah’s Witnesses took during World War II
played a vital role in strengthening freedom of religion in the United States. As Jehovah’s
Witnesses ourselves, we feel a personal connection to the stand they took and the trials they
endured.

We began our research with books and documentaries purchased at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum. They became the foundation of our research on the persecution
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses during the Holocaust. In addition, we interviewed with Simone
Arnold Liebster, a Jehovah’s Witness that currently lives in France, who was forced into a Nazi

reeducation home as a young girl. We interviewed our great great aunt, Annamae Wilkins, who

told us about her husband's multiple imprisonments for refusing to serve in the U.S. military. We
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also interviewed our great uncle, Richard Medley, about our great grandmother and her sister,
who were expelled from school for not saluting the Pledge of Allegiance.

A performance was the perfect choice due to the fact that both of us have previously
participated in group performances and have advanced to Nationals. We felt we had the
knowledge on how a performance is supposed to flow. A performance also seemed perfect for
demonstrating our dual perspective idea of the effects Jehovah’s Witnesses’ stand had on both
the U.S. and Germany. In our performance, we included scenes such as two children who were
inspired by a speech given by Joseph Rutherford to take a stand, a court case scene describing
the Witnesses’ stand, as well as persecution scenes that depict the pain Jehovah’s Witnesses
endured. Each scene describes the stand Jehovah’s Witnesses took during World War II and
continue to face today in the U.S.

Jehovah’s Witnesses remained faithful in their beliefs; thus, proving their unbendable
stand against persecution in the United States and Nazi Germany. We can think of no better way

to display this year’s theme: Taking A Stand in History.
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Garbe, Detlef. Between Resistance and Martyrdom: Jehovah's Witnesses in the Third Reich.
Madison, WI, University of Wisconsin Press, 2008.

The book Between Resistance and Martyrdom: Jehovah's Witnesses in the Third Reich played a
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1940s. This book contains many pictures, quotes, and even letters from the Gobitas family.

Poppenberg, Fritz and Stefanie Krug, directors. Fear Not. 1997.

The Fear Not documentary speaks about Witnesses who put Bible principles before Nazi laws.
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in our own interview. As a primary source, it was very valuable to our project and explained how
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Wilkins, Mr. Oscar B. Received by U.S. Attorney, 5 Apr. 1943, Kamiah, Idaho.
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This is yet another handwritten letter by Mr. Oscar B. Wilkins to Mr. Bottolfsen explaining how
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laws. This letter gave us an accurate understanding of the attempts he made to get his children
readmitted back in school.
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This was an interview with a curator that works at The National Holocaust Museum in
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the Witnesses in Germany.
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ews/. Accessed 4 Jan. 2017.

This source explained that Hitler grew up in Vienna where the mayor was extremely antisemitic
and gave us an introductory understanding about why Hitler hated the jews.



““Their Hair Is to Be Put to Use...".” The Nizkor Project,
www.nizkor.org/hweb/camps/dachau/use-of-hair.html. Accessed 4 Feb. 2017.

This web page explained the process in which the Nazi government cut and used hair from the
prisoners in the concentration camps. In one of our scenes the hair is actually measured before it
is cut. We utilized this site to create this scene.



